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at Wierzchownia, rendered his case hopeless ; and at this time only one more stone was destined to be laid on the unfinished edifice of the " Com^die Humaine."
In February, 1848, it was absolutely necessary that Balzac should go to Paris, as money must at once be found, to meet the calls which the ill-fated Chernin de Fer du Nord was making on its shareholders. Balzac suffered terribly from cold on the journey, and arrived at the Rue Fortun^e at a most unfortunate time, just before the Revolution of February, 1848.
In consequence of the disturbed state of the political atmosphere, the outlook for literature was tragic; and Balzac, who was in immediate want of money, found himself in terrible straits. Living with two servants in his luxurious little house, surrounded by works of art which had cost thousands of francs, he was almost dying of hunger. His food consisted of boiled beef, which was cooked and eaten hot once a week, and the remaining six days he subsisted on the cold remains. It seemed impossible to raise money for his present pressing necessities. He managed to sell " L'Initid," * at a ridiculously small price, to an ephemeral journal called Le Spectateur Rfyublicain, but only received in return bills at a long date, and it is doubtful whether he was ever paid the money due to him.
* u La Genese d'un Roman de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelbercll de Lovenjoul.